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the supreme importance of Thursday lies in the fact that
it is the best of all days on which to conclude a Treaty of
Peace.
The opinion about Friday^ the day of Sukra^ seems to
fluctuate a good deal. It is not considered unlucky in
Kathiawar, as it is in some parts of India, and in Gujarat
it is believed to be a day that removes anxieties; yet in both
Kathiawar and Gujarat old people dislike and suspect the day,
and advise the young and c biddable' not to begin any new
'undertaking on so unreliable a day, since nothing done on
Friday ever brings forth fruit. No one should go west on
Fridays, and all should eat parched gram, which is sometimes:
distributed amongst school children. . It is a good day to buy
land or trees, and auspicious for birthdays. Perhaps Friday owes
its double character to the fact that there are two Sitkra: one,
Venus, is lucky, but the other Sukra, the one-eyed preceptor
of the Brahmans, is far from being an auspicious character.
And now with Saturday we come to a really bad day. It is
Hanuman's day, for on that day Hanuman conquered PanotI,
who represents the cruelty of the cruel planet Saturn (^ani).
If any one realizes that Saturn has a malign influence over
him, he should eat only once on this day, and in the evening
should offer oil, black pulse, and red lead to Hanuman, and
flowers, especially Arka.
If a man is harassed and does not know what is the cause,
he should consult an astrologer, who will tell him the reason
and the remedy. Very likely he will say it is Sani, or Sani's
evil influence PanotI, and will order the sufferer, besides
performing the Saturday evening worship, to give black gifts,
such as black pulse, black cloth, iron (that black metal), or
a dark blue stone called Sani, to a Brahman.
If ^ani is in the fourth or the eighth mansion, his bad
influence will affect a man for two years and a half only; but
if it be in the first, second, or twelfth mansion, the evil will be
felt for seven years and a half.
Saturday is bad for nearly everything.    It is a bad day to